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INDIAN LIGHTHOUSE FESTIVAL, GOA

Session Report




Vanguards of Our Shores: Lighthouses as
Testaments of India’s Past and Present

The academic session 'Vanguards of Our Shores: Lighthouses as Testaments
of India's Past and Present’ on September 23, 2023, in Goa, marked the start
of India's first Lighthouse Festival, held from September 23 to September 25,
2023. It was organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, the
festival aimed to boost tourism by converting lighthouses into tourist attrac-
tions through public-private partnerships. It celebrated India's maritime his-
tory, highlighted the cultural significance of lighthouses, and explored their
potential to enhance coastal tourism.

The panel for this session consisted of distinguished maritime experts:

Prof. Vasant Shinde: Renowned Archaeologist, Former Director General of Na-
tional Maritime Heritage Complex at Lothal

Dr. Sunil Gupta: Maritime Archaeologist, Officer on Special Duty at Pradhan-
mantri Sangrahalaya

Dr. Vasu Usapkar: Director of the Goa State Museum

Mr. Carlos Noel de Sousa: Managing Director of De Souza Group

Moderator :
Ms. Heena Goswami: Research Scholar and Editorial Consultant at IGPP

The event attracted a diverse audience, including dignitaries, government
officials, scholars, investors, and prominent figures interested in Goa's cul-
ture, history, and tourism.
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